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India. Mr, Jinnah declares that its cure lies in facilitating
the Britisher to use his tactics of divide and let him petpC"
tuate his rule over both Hindus and Muslims.
Mr, Jinnah and his League accepted the interim
Government plan but asked Lord Wavell not to permit the
Congress to put a nationalist Muslim in one of the six seatt
assigned to it, if it wished to do so. It was quite apparent
that a national body, that saw many a storm and stress during
the course of the last MX decades, could never agree to any
formula that might lead to rarity. Mr. Jinnah's such request
to Lord Wavell was, therefore, an indirect hindrance to the
Congress in joining the interim Government. What right
Mr. Jinnah had to do so ? if the Congress adopted such
a course, the number of the u Caste ' Hindu seats would be
reduced from five to four. And if anybody had any rignt to
protest against such an arrangement it was the** Caste " Hindu
and not Mr. Jinnah. Mr. Jinnah had no business to Interfere
through the Viceroy with what the Congress plans to do,
Even after securing the pound of flesh he had been persistent*
ly demanding, Mr. Jinnah was not satisfied. He wanted to
reduce the nationalist Muslims to the position of political
pariahs and the Congress to the position of a communal
body.
Mr. Jinnah had always claimed that the Muslim League
was the sole representative of the Muslims of India. It had
almost been an obsession with him. In all his talks with the
Congress leaders he had been insisting on it as a sine qua
non of any communal understanding. The ill-fated Simla
Conference also foundered on this rock. It is common
knowledge that Mr. Jinnah stuck to his claim of nominating
all the five Muslims to the Viceroy's Executive Council, and
refused to give even one seat to any non-League Muslim.
The provincial elections proved it to the hilt that the
Muslim League was not the sole representative of the Muslim
community. Neither in the Punjab nor in Sind had it been
able to capture all Muslim seats. And if the number of vote*
cast for it were compared with those cast against it, it would
be found that its popularity was not half as extensive as it
claimed it to be. Anyhow it could not deny that it had been
definitely defeated by the Congress Party, headed by Dr.
Khan Sahib, in the ninety per cent Muslim province of the